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effort. In dealing with the latter first, this is not a historical 
treatise, such as John Fulton's Life of Harvey Cushing, 
which is a classic medical history of someone who made 
monumental contributions to the field of Neurosurgery. 
Reading this book will not provide the reader with such 
treatment. It is a series of self-portraits, with all the prob- 
lems that such dialogue provides. 
It is also important to realize that this work will be of 
lit-de interest to those who do not know the surgeons who 
were interviewed. What then is the value of this effort? For me 
and I am sure for all who knew these surgeons, either up close 
or at a distance, will be fascinated by their tales and how and 
why they ended up where they did and some still are. The 
tales are full of examples (we used to call heroes) of individuals 
who helped these surgeons along their way. All who were 
interviewed were generous, inmy view, in giving credit where 
credit was due. In some cases the views expressed were not 
particularly kind to some individuals. However, I was im- 
pressed by the candor of some of the interviewees. 
Where will an effort such as this pay off?. One of the 
missing elements in medicine today is a lack of interest in 
our historical record. My first chief, Dr. Henry Harkins, 
made sure that both the students and the residents appre- 
ciated those who preceded us. If we are fortunate nough 
to have someone, at some time, want to write a definitive 
history of this era, there is a lot of useful biographical 
information here to call on. 
D. Eugene Strandness, Jr., MD 
University of Washington 
Seattle, Wash. 
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Arthur Bane, Alexander Geha, Graeme Hammond, 
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1996; Appleton & Lange; 2325 pages; $325. 
This is a well-established and classic surgical text that 
comes in a two volume set. The first volume deals with 
problems in general thoracic surgery, the second with 
congenital and adult cardiac diseases. With the explosive 
growth that has occurred in cardiac and thoracic surgery, 
the five editors have selected section editors, who of course 
have special interest in their areas of expertise (i.e., tho- 
racic, congenital, or acquired heart disease). This approach 
adds strength to this book as an outstanding reference text. 
Volume 1, which covers general thoracic surgery, has 
all the standard chapters written by leaders in their field. 
This volume covers benign and malignant conditions of 
the lung and the esophagus as well as the usual fungal 
diseases. There is an excellent chapter dealing with Bar- 
rett's esophagus. Hiatal hernia repairs are covered, as well as 
the choices of operation for carcinoma of the esophagus. The 
edition has been expanded greatly on thoracoscopy and the 
use of thoracoscopic procedures for diagnosis and treatment 
of pulmonary and esophageal disease. Although there is a 
chapter covering bullous disease, it did not conclude any 
discussion concerning the current state of lung reduction 
surgery for pulmonary emphysema. Thoracic trauma is well 
covered. The illustrations are clear and are helpful. 
The second volume covers congenital heart disease as 
well as surgery for acquired heart disease. Again, the edi- 
tors have obtained contributions from leaders in their spe- 
cific fields. All the cardiovascular diseases are well covered, 
along with the special sections updating valve reconstruction. 
The diseases of thoracic aorta are especially well presented. 
Once again, this volume has excellent illustrations that high- 
light the various techniques used to treat and correct congen- 
ital heart as well as acquired heart diseases. 
It appears from the information furnished to this re- 
viewer, the price of the two volume set is $325. It is, I 
believe, worth the price. This is a book that I feel is 
mandatory for residents in cardiothoracic surgery, as well 
as practicing surgeons. It would serve more as a reference 
book for medical students. Thankfully, with more than 
200 authors one is bound to have an author as a mentor, 
and therefore perhaps his student will be able to borrow his 
or her complimentary copy. 
Walter Wolfe, MD 
Duke University Medical Center 
Durham, N. C. 
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